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DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife ServIce

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 90-Day Findings and
Commencement of Status Reviews for
Five Petitions to List Six Species as
Threatened or Endangered

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Noticeof petitionfindings.

SUMMARY: The U.S.FishandWildlife
Service(Service)announces90-day
findings on pendingpetitions to addsix
speciesto the Lists of Endangeredand
ThreatenedWildlife andPlants.Five
petitionsto list six specieshavebeen
foundto presentsubstantialinformation
indicating that the requestedactions
maybewarranted.Throughissuanceof
this notice, theServiceis commencinga
formal reviewof thestatusof these
species.
ADDRESSES: Data, information,
comments,or questionsconcerningthe
statusof thepetitionedspecies
describedbelowshouldbesubmittedto
the AssistantRegionalDirector, Fish
andWildlife Enhancement,US.Fish
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andWildlife Sesvine~,EastsideFederal
Complex.911 NE. 11th Avenue,
Portland;Oregon97232. Thepetitions,
findings, supportingdata,andcomments
areavailablefor public,inspection,by
appointment,duringnormal business
hoursat theaboveaddress.
DATES: Thefindings announcedin this
noticeweremadeon October2, 1990.
Comments.andmaterialsrelatedto
thesepetitionfindingsmay besubmitted
to theAssistantRegionalDirector, at the
aboveaddressuntil furthernotice.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATiON CONTACT:
Karla Dramer,Listing Coordinator,at
theaboveaddress(503/231-6131or FTS
429—6131).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Background

Section.4(b)(3)(A)of theEndangered
SpeciesAct of 1973 (Act), as amended
(16U.S.C.1531 et seq.) (Act), requires
that the Servicemakeafinding on
whetherapetitionto list, delist, or
reclassifyaspeciespresentssubstantial
scientificor commercialinformation
indicatingthatthepetitionedactionmay
be warranted.To the maximumextent
practicable,this finding is to bew made
within 90 daysof the receiptof the
petition, andthefinding is to be
publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.If the Servicefinds that a
petitionpresentssubstantialinformation
indicatingthatarequestedactionmay
be warranted,then theServiceinitiaties
a statusreviewon that species.The
Serviceannounces90-dayfindings on
five petitions to list six speciesas
endangeredor threatened.The Service
has,therefore,initiated statusreviews
on two plants(Mimuluscliricola and
Chorizuntherobustavar.Hart weigii).
threebutterflies(Speyeriazerene
behrensii,Speyeriazerene nivrtleae,
arid coenymphatel/ia yontocAet),anda
fish (Oregonichthyscramer,’).Section
4(b)(3)(B) of the Act requiresthe Service
to makea finding asto whetherornot
the petitionedactionsarewarranted,
within 1 yearof the receiptof a petition
that presentssubstantialinformation.

The Servicehasdeterminedthat the
following petitionspresentsubstantial
informationthatthe requestedactions
may bewarranted.

On May 11, 1989. theServicereceived
a partialpetitionfrom Mr. Steve
Paulson.representingFriendsof the
Clearwater,Lenore,Idaho, to list a
plant. Mimulusclivicola (bank
monkeyflower)asendangered.On June
23, 1989, thepetitionersubmitted
supportinginformation thereby
completingthepetition.Thepetitioner

statedthatMime/ascli vtholo is
threateneddnetnits-extremelylimited
occurrence,roadconstructionprojects,
disturbanceby cattle,spraying
programs,competitionfrom introduced
species,andhumandisturbance.

Therangeof Mimukisdiv/cob
extendsfrom northemIdahoand
adjacentWashington,.southwardto the
southernendof the.SnakeRiverCanyon
in Union County,Oregon.Prior to 1989.
five extantpopulationsof this species
wereknownin. Idaho,andsix extant
siteswereknownin Oregon~thestatus
of this speciesin Washingtonis unclear.
A 1989 field effort by theIdaho
Departmentof Fish andGame’sNatural
HeritageProgram’ontheNezPerceand
ClearwaterNationalForestsconfirmed
atotal of~56populationsat 29 sites.
Although anumberof newpopulations
werediscoveredasaresultof this
survey,thetotalareaknownto be
occupiedby this plant in Idaho’is less
than30 acres.Themajority of sites
containlessthan200 flowering
individuals. A 1988.fieldinvestigationby
theIdahoNaturalHeritageProgram
suggeststhatmanyof thehistoric sites
of M. c/iv/colahavedisappeared,
primarily dueto habitatmodification.
The1989Heritagereportstatesthat
sevenknown populationsof bank
monkeyflowerhavebeenextirpatedby
roadconstructionandmaintenance,
invasionandexoticweeds,inundation
by DworshakReservior,and
recreationaldisturbances.No newsites
were foundin Oregonin 1989. The
Servicefinds,that thepetitionto list
Mirnulus cli rico/apresentssubstantial
informationbecauseof theplants
limited distribution anddocumented
threatsfacingsomesites.

OnJune29, 1989. theServicereceived
apetitionfrom Dr. DennisMurphyof the
StandfordUniversityCenterfor
ConservationBiology to list Behren’s
silverspotbutterfly (Speyeriazerene
behrermsi[)andMyrtle’s silverspot
butterfly (Speycriazerenemi’rtleae) as
endangered.

TherangeofBehren’s silverspot
butterflyextendsfrom the immediate
coastof northernSonomaCountyto
southernMendocinoCounty,California.
Myrtle’s silverspotbutterfly hada
formerdistributionfrom thecoastal
areasof SanFranciscoBay andthe
PacificOceanfrom SanMateoCounty
northwardinto SonomaCounty.The
petitionerstatedthat thesetwo animals
meritprotectionundertheAct because
they areendangeredby naturaland
anthropogenicfactors.The salt spray
meadowsandcoastaldunesinhabited
by thesebutterfliesmaybethreatened

by invasiveexoticvegetation,levelsof
fire thataretoo intensive,livestock
grazing,urbandevelopment,andother
humaninfluences.The takingof
specimensby butterfly collectorsis an
unknown,but potentiallydamaging
activity. Becauseof thedocumented
threatsfacingthesetwo animals,the
Servicefinds that thepetitionpresented
substantialinformation that the
requestedactionmaybe warranted

OnJanuary8, 1990, theService
receivedapetitionfrom Dr. Dennis
Murphyof theStanfordUniversity
Centerfor ConservationBiology to list
theYontocket ringletbutterfly
(CoenonymphatuJl.ia yontocAet)asa
threatenedor endageredspecies.The
petitionstatedthat theYontocketringlet
butterflymerits protectionunderthe Act
becausethebutterfly is knownonly
from asinglecoastaldunelocality in
Del NorteCounty,California.The area
is usedfor targetshooting,driving off-
roadvehicles,dumpinggarbage,and
somecamping.Invasiveexotic
vegetationis alsolikely to threatenthe
species.The takingof specimensby
butterfly collectorsis anunknown,but
potentially damagingactivity. Someof
thehabitatmaybedevelopedfor urban
housingand/orimprovedcamping
facilities. A substantialamountof
surveywork hasbeenconductedon
butterfliesin this region.providing a
good informationbase-for this groupof
insects.The Servicefinds that the
petition to list the Yontocketringlet
butterfly haspresentedsubstantial
information that thepetitionedaction
maybe warrantedbecauseof the
specieslimited distribution and
documentedthreatsto its dunehabitat.

On April 10, 1990, theServicereceived
a petition from Dr. DouglasF. Markieof
OregonStateUniversityin Corvallis.
Oregon,to list the Oregonchub
(Oregonichthyscrameri’) asan
endageredspeciesandto designate
critical habitat.Dr. Markie’ submitted
taxonomic,biological,distributional and
historic informationandcitednumerous
scientificarticlesin supportof the
petition.The petition andaccompanying
datadescribedthespeciesas imperiled
becauseof a 98 percentreductionin the
rangeof thespeciesandpotential
threatsat existing knownpopulation
sites.

The Oregonchubin the Willamette
Riverdrainagehashada history of
anecdotalconsiderationasadifferent
taxonfrom the UmpquaRiverdrainage
populations.Recently,the Umpquachub
hasbeenformally describedas
taxonomicallyseparatefrom
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Oregonichthyscrameri. The name
Oregonchubtherefore,refersonly to
Qregonichthyswithin theWillamette
River drainage.

The Oregonchub formerly inhabited
sloughsandoverflow pondsthroughout
theWilliametteRiverdrainage,but the
only remainingknown populationsare
limited to a 30 kilometerstretchabove
theDexterDam.Declineof thespecies
is attributedto lossandalterationof its
backwaterhabitats.The constructionof
flood controlstructurescoincideswith
theperiodof decline.Theintroduction
of exoticspeciesmayhaveexacerbated
thestituationandmaylimit the
potentialfor expansionbeyondits
presentrestrictedrange.Remaining
populationsoccurnearrail andhighway
corridorsanymaybe threatenedby
potentialchemicalspills, siltation from
loggingactivities,andchangesin water
level or flow conditionsfrom
construction,diversions,or natural
desiccation.TheServicefinds that the
petitionto list theOregonChubhas
presentedsubstantialinformation.

OnMay 16, 1990, the Servicereceived
a petitionfrom SteveMcCabe,
president,andRandallMorgan,of the
SantaCruzChapterof the California
Native Plant Societyto list theScotts
Valley spineflower(Chorizanthe
robustavar.hartwegii)asendangered.

Thepetitionreportedthat only three
populationsof theScottsValley
spineflowerarecurrently known,
representedby approximately10,000
individuals.This taxonis apparently
restrictedto dry sandymeadowson
outcropsof SantaCruzmudstoneand
Purismaformationsandstonesin the
ScottsValley areaof SantaCruz
County,California.Thepetition
indicatedthat all threepopulationsare
threatenedby two proposedhousing
developmentson privatelyownedlands.

Dr. JohnHunterThomas,Professorof
Biological Sciencesat Stanford
University, hasquestionedthe
taxonomicvalidity of var.hart wegii.
After the rediscoveryof this taxonby
Morganin 1989however.Dr. JamesL.
Reveal,Professorof Botanyat the
Universityof Maryland,confirmedthe
distinctivenessof var. hartwegli, and
with Morgan,publishedthenew
combinationC. robustavar. hartwegii.

Dr. Thomashasalso raisedthe
possibility that thetaxonoccursat Fort
Ord, MontereyCounty,40 milesto the
southof ScottsValley. Dr. Revealhas
indicatedthat identificationof
specimensat Fort Ordcannotbe
confirmedasC. robustavar.hartwegii.
Although the identify of thesespecimens
hasnot beenclearlydetermined,a
numberof environmentalfactorsat the

Fort Ordsitepoint to the conclusionthat
thesespecimensareunlikely to be C.
robustavar.hartwegii. A reviewof
historicalspecimensaswell asrecent
fieldwork in whatappearsto besuitable
habitathasfailed to locateanyother
populationsof ScottsValley
spineflower.It thereforeseemsunlikely
thatadditional largeor protectedsites
exist.Becauseof the ongoingthreatof
developmentwithin this plant’s entire
knownrange,theServicefinds that the
petition haspresentedsubstantial
informationthat thepetitionedaction
maybewarranted.

Basedon scientificandcommercial
informationcontainedin the above
petitions,referencedin thepetitions,
andotherwiseavailableto the Service
at this time, theServicehasdetermined
that thepetitionsto list Mimcius
clivicola (bankmonkeyflower),Behren’s
silverspotbutterfly (Speyeriazerene
behrensii),Myrtle’s silverspotbutterfly
(Speyeriazerenemyrtieae),Yontocket
ringlet butterfly (Coenonymphatullia
yontocket),Oregonchub(Oregonichthys
crameri),andScottsValley spineflower
(Chorizantherobustavar.hartwegil)
presentsubstantialinformationthat
listing maybewarrantedfor these
species.

Thesefindings initiate a statusreview
for eachof theabovespecies.The
Servicewould appreciateanyadditional
data,comments,andsuggestionsfrom
thepublic, otherconcerned
governmentalagencies.thescientific
community.industry,or anyother
interestedparty concerningthe statusof
thesespecies.

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Robert
Parenti(BoiseField Station),Constance
Rutherford(VenturaField Station),
DennisLassuy(PortlandField Station)
andLesliePropp(PortlandRegional
Office).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Exports, Imports, Reportingand
recordkeepingrequirements.and
Transportation.

Authority: 16 U.S.C.1361—1407;16 U.s.c.
1531—1544:16 U.S.C.4201—4245;Pub.L. 99-.
625, 100 Stat.350th unlessotherwisenoted.

Dated:October24.1990.

RichardN.Smith,
ActingDirector, USFishand Wildlife
Service.
[FR Doc.90—25847 Filed 10—31—90: 8:45am)
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